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New Grading Criteria for Match Racing Grade 3 Ranked Events 
Regulation 24.2.3, Match Racing Grading of Events, 24.2.3 (c) “Grade 3” 

 
A submission from US SAILING 

Proposal: 

24.2.3 Grading of Events. 
Event grading will normally be based on the following criteria, but will take into 
account the overall event package. During the transition from the previous criteria 
a reasonable time shall be allowed for events to comply. Percentage calculations 
shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number. 
(a) Grade 5 - Open and Women 

Any match racing event using boats of the same design. 
When provided by the organizers each pair of boats shall be of equal 
performance. 
The notice of race shall be based on the current ISAF standard. 
The sailing instructions shall be based on the current ISAF standard. 
The event shall comply with the current ISAF advertising regulations. 
Matches shall be umpired. 
The maximum average crew weight limit for open events is 87.5 kg. 
The maximum average crew weight limit for women’s events is 68 kg. 

(b) Grade 4 - Open and Women 
Satisfies the criteria for a Grade 5 event and: - 
The boats shall have a minimum crew of three. 
There shall be a minimum of eight skippers entered for the match racing. 
There shall be a minimum of two days scheduled for racing. 

(c)  Grade 3 - Open and Women 
Satisfies the criteria for a Grade 4 event and: - 
The boats shall be keel boats and have a minimum 5.9 m LOA  
There shall be a minimum of four boats available throughout the event, 
except when a boat that was available at the start of the event is subject to 
major breakdown or damage. 
The boats shall be capable of carrying spinnakers. 
The event shall be one of the following: 
-   The principal national championship - only one per nation per year 
- The principal youth national championship - one per nation per year 
- An international event with a minimum of 30% maximum of 70% of 
 the skippers of a different the same nationality than as the host 
 nation or 
- When the distance from the event venue to each of the closest 

three (3) other nations is more than 500 km, the minimum 
requirement for “different nationality” participation is waived, 
provided that at least 30% of participating skippers have 
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travelled in excess of 500 km from their place of residence to the 
event venue or are of a different nationality than the host nation. 

For national championships there shall be at least one International Umpire. 
For international events there shall be at least two International Umpires. 
 

Current Position: 
As above. 
 

Reason: 
In countries of large geographical size or geographical isolation, sailors are put at a 
significant disadvantage in obtaining ranking points due to the large travel distances.  
Sailors easily travel 500km and are still in the same country or are on the same island.  
For sailors outside the host MNA, travel costs and distances are too great to allow 
participation.  Areas where distances between countries are smaller do not face this 
problem.  This proposal will help to equalize the opportunities to earn ranking points.  
Moreover, this proposal will encourage growth of graded events and will encourage 
participation in match racing.   


